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Masterii THatrict of PentMylvaniat to wit: 

Be it ]iem]:mb£red, that on the twenty-second day of .Tanuapy, 
in the forty>eighth year of the Independence of the United States 
of America, A. D. 182i, Benjamin and Thomas Kite, of the said 
District, have deposited in this ofiice the Title of a Book, tlie right 
vrhercof they claim as proprietors, in the -words following, to ^vit: 
*< A Brief Memoir concerning Abel Thomas, a Minister of the 
*' Gospel of Christ in the Sooi^ of Friends, compiled from anthen- 
'* tic documents." In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the 
United States, intituled, ** An Act for the Encounttement of lANam- 
ing, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the au- 
thors and proprietors A such copies, during the times therein men- 
tioned ;'* — And also to the Act, entitled, " An Act supplcmcntar)- 
to an Act, entitled, ' An Act tot the Eneoorageraent of Learning, 
by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the auihoni 
and pro|>rietors of such copies daring the times tlierein mentioned,* 
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engrar- 
ing, and etch&g histoneal and other prints.** 

D. CALDWELL, 
Ckrk of the Etiattm J^istrict of Fennaylvania. 



Skerrett — Locust street, 
Fhi/fldelphia. 
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ABEL THOMAS. 



^^ FOR our rejoicing is this^ the testimouy 
'* of our conscience^ that in simplicity and 
'^ godly sincerity^ not with fleshly wisdom^ but 
" by the grace of God, we have had our con- 
^' yersation in the world.'^ This may be fitly 
applied to the subject of this memoir ; who, 
having very little knowledge of literature, and 
being naturally of a shy, diffident disposition, 
associating in his youthful days but little with 
those from whose experience and judgment 
he could have acquired such an understanding 
of men and things as is common, he was there- 
by deprived of those advantages which in 
more advanced life might have been really 
beneficial to him. 

He was the son of Jacob and Catharine 
Thomas, who lived in Merion, Philadelphia 
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County ; his mother dying while he was au 
infant, his father married again, and having 
a large family, his circumstances slender, and 
removing into a remote place, where there 
was no school, Abel was of course deprived 
of the liencfit of an education sufficient to qua- 
lify him for carrying on trade and business 
among men, other than as a common day-la- 
bourer. When about thirteen years old he 
became uneasy on account of his want of 
school learning, and with the scauty means 
which he could obtain in his father's bouse, 
by diligent application in leisure hours, he 
attained the knowledge of letters, so as to read, 
and through the kind assistance of a neigh- 
bour was enabled to write so as to be under- 
stood, though very deficient in spelling. 

The meeting being about ten miles distant, 
although he had a desire to attend it, yet 
through the poverty of the family, and want 
of suitable convenience for that purpose, it 
does not appear that he ever was at a place 
of worship until he was about fifteen, tlien, 
with his father's leave, his elder brotlier and 
himself went to the meetiug-honse; where, 
seeing a number of people silting together in 
bilcDce, the sceue to him was not only uovel,. 
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but his miDd not acquainted with the nature 
and awfulness of divine worship^ and the 
requisite preparation of heart to come to a 
true knowledge of it^ could not readily com- 
prehend why it should be ihus^ or what 
should induce this quiet waiting and inward 
retirement to experience a qualification for the 
performance of this solemn duty.— After some 
time^ an elderly Friend^ under the influence 
of the love of the Gospel^ stood up and spoke 
with such power and energy^ as fully reached 
his state^ opened his understandings and gave 
him to see and feel in some degree^ the efficacy 
of that Grace and Truth which came by Je- 
sus Christ. Speaking of this meeting, he says^ 
^^ it was not the words that confirmed me^ but 
^^ something of a flavour [savour] that attend- 
" ed them^ which I did evidently feel in my 
^^ hearty sayings this is the way, walk in it.'^ 

Submitting to this divine visitation, he was 
drawn to labour fervently against the preva- 
lence of his own corrupt will; for although he 
had been preserved in a moral life, or what 
is generally esteemed in the world an orderly 
regular conduct, yet now through the illumi- 
nation of Divine Light, seeing that the heart 
of man is deceitful and desperately wicked, 
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lie fouiiil the necessity of daily watching 
against the motions and temptations to evil, 
that every thought and word might be brought 
to judgment, and the very important work of 
regeneialiuu might, through the Lord's good- 
ness, be gradually carried on, to the subduing 
of those dispositions and inclinations which 
man in his fallen state is prone to: and as he 
patiently, and with sincerity of soul, waited 
under the ministration of condemnation, he 
was often drawn into retirement, desiring that 
through the Spirit he might find grace to help 
iu time of need, assuredly believing that 
without this, he was not able to make straight 
steps to his feet, or perform any thing that 
would be acceptable in the Divine sight. And 
in thankful commemoration of the mercy and 
paternal regard of his heavenly Father, mani- 
fested in drawing near to him in this the day 
of his many trials and besetmenta, he breaks 
forth in filial acknowledgment: "lean say 
'• from all the powers of love in me. Blessing 
" and honour he given to the Father of mer- 
"cies through his dear soo Jesus Christ." 

He continued working very hard on his 
father's farm, and through the weight of 
bis spirit and his watchful circumspect wa.' 
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ingy a reformation was wrought in the fa- 
mily^ much harmony subsisted among tbem^ 
and great nearness of affectionate sympathy 
towards him in his various exercises prevail- 
ed : but believing* that retirement in this the 
infant state of his religious experience was 
needful; he obtained liberty of his father to 
put up a little cabin, where he might be more 
secluded from company^ and here much of 
his time was spent, when not engaged in se- 
cular concerns. One night as he was walking 
alone with his mind gathered into a solemn 
calm, he had a gentle intimation communi- 
cated to his spiritual ear, that it would be 
right for him to leave his father's house, and 
proceed in a north-easterly direction to such 
place as it would be proper for him to reside 
in for some time. As this was an unexpected 
opening, it brought considerable exercise upon 
him, through the weight whereof, and his fer- 
vent desire to be rightly directed, he became 
so reduced in his health and strength that he 
could scarcely perform his usual daily labour. 
He then opened the subject to his father, men- 
tioning his belief that he should have to leave 
him, to live in another part of the country ; 
his father replied, it would be hard to part 
with him ; and under a feeling of the influence 
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of true love raised in their liearts, and which 
had increased and leiiderly uuited theoi to- 
geliier, tliey both wept. 

After some time, the family on due delibera- 
tion, resigning him to pursue what he appre- 
hended to be his duty, he informed (hem that 
from the prospect prest^nted to him, it did not 
appear that it would be further than about 
sixty miles, though he was entirely unac- 
quainted with the country or the people where 
he should settle. His brother through tender 
sympathy accompanying him, they went on 
as far as Kingwood in New Jersey, where 
there was a settlement of Friends, and a 
monthly meeting established : to this meeting 
a certificate of removal was granted him, 
dated Fourth mouth, 1757> Here he engaged 
as a labourer on a farm willi a person not 
professing with Friends. His diligence in 
business, aud bis humble, inollensive de- 
meanour, greatly attached the affection of his 
employer to him, aud in his new abode find- 
ing it still needful to keep in patience and 
watchfulness under his religious exercises^ 
carefully attending the meetings of Friends, 
it is believed that in this place his mouth was 
first opened in the ministry of the gospel, and 
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in due time, with the concurrence of Friends, 
he performed a religious visit to some of the 
meetings in New Jersey. 

He staid in tliis neighbourhood between 
four and five years, married and lived some 
time among Friends near Mount Holly; but 
his wife dying, and believing it would be right 
for him to return to the vicinity of his father's 
residence, he accordingly removed, and in a 
few years after married his second wife in the 
year i777- Some time after this he removed 
with bis family and resided at Exeter, ia 
Pennsylvania, maintaining a good example 
in life aod conversation, and diligent in the 
attendance of meetings for worship and disci- 
pline. His labours in the exercise of the 
gift of gospel ministry committed to him, were 
savoury and truly edifying, not in the words 
which man's wisdom teacbetb, but in demon- 
stration of the spirit and of power; and how- 
ever singular and unpolished bis general de- 
portment might appear to some, it was evi- 
dent to his brethren, that the primary care and 
bent of his mind was eo to live as to be iu 
fellowabip with the Father and his son Jesnd 
Christ. 
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On a retrospective view of bis retired, ab- 
stemious life, his general seclusioa from the 
company of the youth with whom he was' ac- 
quainted, and the gveat change which a sub- 
jection to the cross of Christ efl'ected, he re- 
marked that whenever he gave way to his 
natural incliuation, and sought to please the 
vain and airy minds of the youth in their 
folly, jesting, &c. though he said or did no- 
thing that men in general would condemn, 
yet the swift witness in his own breast would 
rise up against him, bring him iuto judgment 
and condemnation, and with much painful 
suffering under the purifying baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and fire, he had to wait before 
he cuuld again experience the lifting up of 
the light of the Lord's countenance upon him, 
and know a communion with him in spirit, 
that sets the sou) at liberty, and gives it a true 
taste of eternal salvation ; and in a sense of 
the Lord's mercy and divine compassion to 
humble penitent sinners, he breaks forth in 
pious ejaculation, *' Blessing and honour be 
"forever given unto the Father of mercies 
" through his dear son Jesus Christ — the 
« Father and the Son are one : God is a Spi- 
" rit, and in spirit he is to be known and con- 
" Ytraed with by the children of men, wl^ 
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^^ endeavour to follow him according to the 
^^ manifestation of his will^ without respect of 
^^ persons^ and as he doth know that we are 
^< in a miserable state without him^ not able 
^' to do any thing without his help^ he makes 
^^ the first oflfer of acquaintance with us^ [and] 
^^ from the great love he hath to his creature 
^^ man^ speaks in the inward parts by his son 
^^ Jesus Christy the Light of the worlds show- 
^^ing us the way to please him^ and also 
'' points out the way to everlasting misery ; 
^^and there is no sincere-hearted traveller 
^^ that desires to follow the instructions of that 
^^ Grace that teacheth to deny ungodliness 
^' and the world^s lusts^ to live soberly and 
^^ watchful unto prayer, that will be at a loss 
^^to know how to behave in his presence. 
'^ Our Lord said, that a man must be bom 
^^ again, otherwise he cannot see the kingdom 
^' of heaven ; as Christians we are bound to 
'' believe this, and endeavouring to turn our 
'' attention heavenward more and more, ac- 
'^ cording to the manifestations of that Grace 
" or Light, which we are all graciously fa- 
^' voured with, by and through Jesus Christ, 
'' who hath bought us with a price, and that 
^^not without blood; it is possible for us 
'' through obedience to obtain the kingdom^ 
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" We frequeatly feel that there is another 
"usurping litnitetl power, which by subtle 
« delusions works upon tlie natural passions 
^' of men, in order to hinder them from laying 
"up treasure in heaven : thus we find there 
" are two tearhere or powers opposite to each 
"other, and he to whom we yield our mem- 
if bers servants to obeyj his servants we are." 

In the year 1778, after much close exer- 
cise from a prospect of religious duty whicli 
Ue opened to, and was united with by, Exe- 
ter Monthly Meeting, of which he was a mem- 
ber, he proceeded on a visit to some meetings 
in Xew Jersey, and in part of the state of New 
York, having for his companion James Tho- 
tnns, a member of the same meeting. As this 
was in the time of the Revolutionary AYar, 
and the city of New York then in possession 
of the British troops, travelling in our coun- 
try was rendered extremely difficult, through 
the great suspicion wliich was continually 
excited in the minds of the different contend- 
ing parties, under an idea that persons going 
from their places of residence in this season 
of commotion must have some sinister mo- 
lives, and would, as opportunities presented, 
/)rove inimical to the cause in which t 
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were respectively engaged : thas in many in« 
stances even going to religious meetings^ was, 
in the apprehensions of the persons in power^ 
deemed as sufiBcient evidence of treacherous 
designs^ concealed under the plausible^ yet 
insincere^ profession of religious duty. Ac- 
cordingly^ after visiting several meetings in 
the state of New York^ returning into New 
Jersey, they were stopped by the military^ 
who, finding that they were innocent men, 
discharged them, but soon after were again 
apprehended, taken to Newark, and after 
some detention, sent under guard as prison- 
ers to Princeton, where they were examined 
by the governor, (Livingston,) and council, 
being supposed to be guilty of treason ; be- 
fore whom he made the following defence, 
viz. 

^^ The wards of a prisoner who had liberty by 
^^ the Governor and Council to speak in his 
^^own defence f supposed by law to be guilty 
^^ of death. 

^' I am glad of liberty to speak in my own 
^^ defence before the Governor and his Conn- 
^^cil. I hope you are moderate, consi* 
<^ derate men^ and will hear me patiently 

B 
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" while I speak forth the words of truth and 
" soberness. Welivc, wheu at home, in Berks 
" County, Pennsylvania ; I have been look- 
*' eil upon as a minister of the gospel amongst 
'•' the people called Quakers, from aboat 
•'•'the twenty-second year of my age; antl 
"under the exercise thereof have travelled 
'* much in America, and visited the meetings 
" of Friends generally from Nova Scotia to 
'• Georgia, and many of them several times 
'' over. And in this great work I have ever 
** observed the good rules of discipline osed 
••i among us. When I have felt my mind 
" drawn in love towards my brethren in any 
** part of America, I have endeavoured first 
*' to get fully satisfied in my mind whether 
" it was the Lord's will or not; and then, 
" after being confirmed by turning the fleece, 
" that it was his requiring, I have always 
" laid it before my brethren at the monthly 
*• meeting for tbeir approbation, and in like 
« manner so at this time, but never met with 
<• so much troulde upon the like occasion Im- 
'' fore ; for after I was fully satisfied it was 
" the Lord's requiring, by looking at the dif- 
*' ficulties and dangers I should be exposed 
« to in cros<iing the lines of contending par- 
" lics^ I became weak and fearful: I thought 
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•^ I would mention my concern lo the elders 
^^ in a private way, which I did, bat received 
'' no encouragement from them to speak of it 
'' to the monthly meeting. I then concluded 
" to take no more thought about it, fearing it 
'' was a delusion ; but I was followed with 
'' the judgments of God for disobedience, in- 
'' somuch that the nearest connexions in life 
^' became withered in my view ; and in this 
^' sad condition I came to a conclusion that I 
'' would endeavour to obey the Lord^s re- 
" quiring, although I might lose my natural 
'' life in the pursuit thereof. 

^^ I spoke of it to the monthly meeting, and 
^^ after solid consideration they gave me a 
'' certificate signed by the elders and heads of 
'^ the meeting, which I have in my pocket. 
^' We then proceeded on our journey, and 
^' crossed Delaware at Coryellf s ferry, and 
^^ visited the meetings generally until we 
" came to the North (Hudson) River, which 
" we crossed about four miles below Pough- 
'' keepsie, and rode through the town some 
^' miles eastward, to a meeting, and so 
^' visited the meetings generally in that go- 
*^ vernment without any interruption until we 
^^ came to White Plains, where we were stop- 
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•' petl by the guaFtl. We told the lieutenant 
'' we were going to Mamaroneck meeting ; he 
" gave us leave to go, but afterwards sent a 
" horseman for U6, who informed iis we must 
•' have a few lines from the colonel before we 
*' should go. We rode hack four or five 
** miles to the colonel's, who gave us a pass 
*' to go to Mamaroneck meeting, and from 
*• thence we went to West Chester, After 
•' meeting we went to the water side to go 
'* over to Long Island ; (here was no boat 
'* there : we made a smoke for a signal to the 
"ferryman on the other side to come for us, 
*•' which he did ; but informed us what we 
" might depend upon, that he was under au 
■' obligation to send all strangers that Itc 
" brought over to the colonel's at Flushing. 
" When we were over, he sent a guard with 
" us to the colonel's. We informed him our 
<' business on the island. His answer was 
"to us, If that was our business, it was a 
*• pity to hinder ns. He readily gave ub & 
** permit to travel through the island. Wc 
" visited eight meetings. I think we were 
" at a meeting every day we staid there, and 
'* when our service was over, we crossed the 
« Sound to New York, where we had two 
■^BiectiDgs : and when we were clear of 






CONCERNING ABEL THOMAS. 17 

^^place^ we^ with the assistance of our frieudsy 
^^ got a pass from the chief commanding offi- 
^' cer of that place^ to cross the North River 
'' at Powles Hook. ' When we were over, I 
-^^ gave that pass to the colonel, who went 
^' up stairs in a private chamber. While I 
'' stood at the door there came an officer, (as 
'' I thought by his dress,) and asked me if I 
^' was not afraid to go among the rebels. I 
^^ told him I was innocent, and was not afraid 
^' to go among my own countrymen. The 
^^ colonel sent for me to come up to him; he 
'' gave me our pass, with an endorsement on 
^' the back of it, to pass the picket guards, 
^' and offered me a newspaper, and told me 
" 1 might divert myself as I rode, in reading 
'^ it I told him I had nothing to do with 
^' politics, neither did I incline to read news- 
'^ papers. He told me I was at my liberty, 
" and so we parted. We had not gone but 
'' a few rods from the door until a soldier 
'' commanded us to stop ; he began to untie 
'' our great coats and search our bags. 

" When we were in New York, our friends 
^' told us of a judge whose name was Fell, 
'' that had been a prisoner there thirteen 
*' months. When he was first taken he was 
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'■'put Id the Provost, and he, beiu^ a tender 
" man, in close confiiiemeot, was not likely to 
'•'continue long. Wc were informed that 
*' ten of our friends joined together to do tlieir 
" utmost, by treating with the officers, for bis 
"liberty in the town, who at length obtained 
"it, by being bound in the sum of one tbou< 
" sand pounds for his good behaviour in the 
" city. This judge behaved himself so well 
" as to gain the good will of the officers, who 
"gave him liberty to go home to bis family, 
" upon parole of honour. Our friends con- 
" sidering the difficulties we might meet with 
" when out of tbe Snglish lines, tliought it 
" best for me, (as the judge was yet in town,) 
" to go to him. A friend went with me, whosa 
" name is llenry ilaydock. After that friend, 
" who had long been acquainted witb me, 
" had recommended me to him, and mado 
"known to the judge my circomstaaces, he 
" said he was a prisoner, and could do but 
"little for me, but what he could be would. 
" He informed me be bad a son who was a 
" major, that lived about Hackinsack : if I 
" could find him, and tell him that 1 had seeu 
" his father, he believed he would show me 
"kindnes*; and if be saw him before I did, 
"he would speak, to hitn conceruing mc. I 
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" aakcd him if he dare write a line to him. 
"The judge thought it not safe. He gave 
*' me his name ou a, small piece of paper, and 
''told mc his son would know his hand, 
" (which I have in mj pocket.) 

" We went on our journey from Powles' 
"Hook, and travelled near twenty miles, 
"when we were stopped hy the guards, our 
"bags taken off and searched. We inquired 
"for major Fell. They lold us he lived 
"many miles from that place; and informed 
"us of a major who lived four or five milea 
"back, where we went without a guard. Af- 
" ter that major examined us and searched our 
"pocket-books, and had seen judge Fell's 
" hand-writing, which he knew, he gave us 
" a pass to the highest officer in Elizaheth- 
" town, which I have with me. We went 
" forward through Hackinsack, and came to 
" Passaick River, then crossed the ferry to a, 
" little village, where we were stopped by 
" the guard, our bags again taken off and 
" searched thoroughly, but nothing found that 
" was offensive. Soon after there came aloO; 
" the road a, major in a waggon, who stopped 
" and came to us, and in a very furious man 
"ner, asked us where we had been. I toLdi 
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^^ him we had been to New York, He asked 
^^ me if I (lid not know that there was a strict 
^^ law against it. I told him I thought that 
^^ law was not made for such men as we were. 
'^ Then he, in a great rage, ordered the guard 
^' to bring us down to Newark ; and we were 
^^ had there before a judge, a justice, and two 
^^ majors. After examination, we were sent 
^^ to the guard-house, where we were closely 
^' confined that night. The next morning we 
^^ were sent for to the major's house, where 
^' was a justice, who read to us the law which 
^^we had not before heard; by which we 
^^ understood our lives were forfeited. We 
^^ were then had to the judge's house, where 
^' our guard received orders to take us to the 
^^ governor's. The judge and his officers 
^' blamed us much, that we did not go to the 
^' governor's at Poughkeepsie, [in the state 
^^ of New York,] in order to get a pass to 
^^go to York or Long Island. We did 
^^ not know it was death by the law, until we 
^^had rode between thirty and forty miles 
i^ below Poughkeepsie, and then we did not 
^^ know that it was possible for a stranger to 
^^ obtain a permit from the governor to go 
^^ within the English lines. And concerning 
^^ deceiving the colonel at the White Plains^ 
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"" in not telling bim we were going to New 
" York; if he had asked me the question, I 
" believe I should bare tuld him the truth. 



''When I heard it was death by the law 
•' to go to Long Island and New York, I was 
" struck with a serious sadness, and did not 
^*kaow what to do. To go forward, it was 
" death by the laws of the land — and to go 
" homeward, it was death by th« law of the 
'■' Spirit of life. But after coiiMiilering the 
" matter calmly in myself, 1 concluded to go 
" forward, with a strong resolution to keep 
" myself entirely clear of those crimes for 
" which the law was made, Und in so doing 
" I should be innocent before God, and more 
"excusable before ray counlryraen at my re- 
*'* turn. And I can assure the governor and 
" his council, that I have not said or done 
" any thing knowingly or intendingly, that 
" would injure particulars, or my countiymen 
" iu general : and let the governor and his 
■ '•' council judge whether I am guilty of death, 
^* or further confinement. If guilty, I must 
** endeavour to suffer patiently, according to 
'•'your laws; but if the governor and council 
*' should judge me innocent, I desire a pass 
" to go home, and liberty iu it to go back, to 
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^^ Plainfield, Rahway, Shrewsbury/ Squan^ 
^^ Squankum^ Barnegat^ Egg Harbours^ and 
^' Cape May, from whence I intend to go 
^' home^ if the Lord permit.^^ 

It would seem as though this was all that 
he said; but his humility has operated to the 
suppression of what he further expressed to 
the council : th^t, if this his visit should be 
judged a capital offence, which must be pu- 
nished with death, that he only might suffer, 
and his companion be permitted to go home, 
as his only motive was merely to accompany 
him in the journey. The governor and coun- 
cil, after hearing this simple, undisguised re- 
lation, being conscious that nothing but a 
sense of religious duty could have induced 
him to undertake such a journey, in a time of 
extreme difficulty and peril, freely, and with 
that magnanimity which ever accompanies 
genuine benevolence, granted the following 
pass, viz. 

^' Princeton, 26th May, 1778. 

^^ Council of Safety^ State of JSTew Jersey. 

^^ Abel Thomas and James Thomas, inha- 
^^ bitants of Pennsylvania, being sent under 
^^ guard to the President and Council of 
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^^ Safety by two magistrates of Newark, for 
" having been into the enemy's lines in the 
^' city of New York and Long Island without 
^' passports, and suspected of designs injuri- 
^' ous to the liberties of America: the Board, 
" upon hearing their defence, were satisfiefd 
^' of their innocence, and have reason to be- 
^' lieve, that their journey to the several places 
^' which they have visited, was undertaken 
^^on a religious account, and agreeable to 
^^ their declared intention to the meeting held 
" at Maiden Creek the SSth day of March, 
" 1778, of performing a religious visit to the 
" meetings of Friends in part of the Jerseys 
^' and part of New York governments. The 
^' Board therefore discharges the said Abel 
" and James Thomas from their present con- 
" finement : and they being further desirous 
^^ to visit the meetings of their Friends at 
" Plainfield, Rahway, Shrewsbury, Squan, 
" Squankum, Barnegat, Great and Little Egg 
" Harbour, and at the Capes, and this go- 
" vernment being unwilling to obstruct any 
" society in the exercise of their religion, the 
" said Abel and James Thomas are permit- 
" ted to pass to the nine places last mention- 
'' ed, and then to the State of Pennsylvania. 
" WILL. LIVINGSTON, 
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Some time after his return home, bis mind 
was dtiiwD in the love of the Gospel to seve- 
ral places in Pennsylvania, and two of the 
adjoining states, wliich being spread before 
the monthly meeting of Exeter, they granted 
a certificate, dated Eleventh month, 1779, 
leaving him at liberty to perform a religious 
visit to the meetings of Friends in parts of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. And 
also in 1781, with the unity of the monthly 
meeting, and having Amos Lee for bis com- 
panion, he visited meetings in Virginia and 
Carolina, passing through very great difficul- 
ties, as the country was much infested by a 
lawless, murderous banditti, who,for thesako 
of plunder, frequently shot down innocent 
people as they were riding along the roads. 
When at Camden, in South Carolina, they 
were taken up as prisoners by the American 
army- Being kept with the soldiery several 
days, they at length obtained a discbarge, as 
appears by the following extract of a narra- 
tive which be sent to his friends, viz. 

" To Friends of Exeter Monthly Meetingt 

Berks County, Pennsylvania. 
" Deab Friends, 

'f I bfllcvu it my du^ to give you a short 
^^accouat o( thu reason of my \oQgsla;f from 



CONCERNING ABEL THOMAS. Sd 

^^ my family and friends^ and why 1 did not 
^^ return with my companion^ and the reason 
^^ wliy my companion left me ; as also to give 
^^ you to understand^ that 1 am afflicted^ but 
^^ not forsaken. When we came to a meet- 
^^ ing at Pedee^ in the south part of North 
^^ Carolina^ a large American army passed by 
^' us into South Carolina^ and encamped in 
^' the road to a little meeting, not far from 
^' Camden. I thought I saw clearly^ that it 
^^ was best for us to follow them, and we gave 
^^ ourselves up^ as prisoners, to the captain 
^' of the provost-guard. The officers gatliered 
^^ about us. Our horses were taken from us, but 
'^ our saddles and saddle-bags we had with us 
'^ in our confinement. Our papers were soon 
^^ demanded, and read over, and we wfere 
'' closely examined : some of our papers were 
^* sent to the head general. They gave us to 
^^ expect we should have a pass to go home^ 
'' if we would promise to go ; but I could not 
^^ make such a promise^ being bound in spirit 
<Uo do my endeavours to visit Friends in 
'^ South Carolina, if not in Georgia. In the 
^' time of our confinement^ we had the com- 
'' pauy of several officers, one at a time. They 
" behaved civil, but were full of talk and 
^^ foolish imaginations concerning us. Lk^^ 

c 
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" me never Torget my Master's ItiDflness in a 
" time of need : I had talk eootigh for tbein 
" all, which Ihey could not gainsay or con- 
" demn. At length (hey concluded, yea, one 
" of them told me, that I was a crafty fellon', 
" chosen by our Yearly Meeting in Peniisyl- 
" vania to survey the southern states, to the 
" disadvantage of our country, and for the 
" advaoccmcDt oftlie Britisli troops, or words 
" to that cifect. VVe were often pressed to 
'' promise to go home, which I as often punc- 
" tually refused; giving them such reasons 
" for it which they could not answer. 

"We gave ourselves up to the captain on 
" Sixth dny iu the afternoon, and on First day 
" morning following, ahout an huur or two 
" before day, there was a great stir in the 
"camp, the officers riding to and fro, order- 
" ing the soldiers to make haste and parade 
"ready to march. When our captain had 
"got his men in order, with many prisoners, 
'i.lif. honoured us so much as to rank us next 
"to him, and so he marched on with his 
" nuked sword in his hand, and we following 
" him. We marched near twenty miles, and 
"then encamped. When we first set out, I 
<■ was thoughtful how we should get along. 
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" for several _reasons, if they marched far. 
" We had eaten sparingly the day before^ 
'^ and then had but a little more than one bis- 
'' cuit and a little piece of meat between us 
" both, and had our bags and great coats to 
'' carry ; and what made it seem more trying, 
^' the sand was deep and slavish, and my 
'' boots stiff and heavy. The thoughts of 
" these things, for a time, seemed grievous. 
^^ I began to inqnire for my [Divine] Mas- 
'' ter, and when I had found him, I conversed 
'^ with him as though he was present, and told 
'^ him as though he knew it not, that I had left 
'^ my dear wife and all that I had that was near 
" and dear to me for the love I had for Him, 
" and did entreat, that he would not leave 
'' me now in a time of trial : and he was 
" pleased to hear me, and with an encourag- 
" ing language, conveyed to my understand- 
" ing as with these words, ' Fear not, my 
^' servant, I will be with thee.' The praise 
^' of all be given to Him, for he is worthy : 
'^ he did fulfil his promise to my admiration. 

" We marched fest. I ate but little more 
^^ than half a biscuit that day, and yet could 
*^ not perceive myself hungry or weary. I 
'^ found freedom to be cheerful ia coww^-^r 
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'^ tion with the captain and with his men. 
" The officers passing and repassing^ gene- 
" rally took notice of us. Some of them asked 
^^"how we were. I answered as I felt, with 
'' as much cheerfulness as I could. We were 
" now encamped in the wilderness under 
" guard, but had liberty to walk out, one at 
" a time. I went out that afternoon, from 
" tent to tent, amongst the officers, making 
" known to them our circumstance, where we 
" desired to go, and what our business was. 
'' One of them promised to let us go in the 
" morning. I returned to my companion^ 
'' laid down by him, but could not sleep, al- 
" though I had not slept much for several 
" nights. Remarkable it appeared to me^ 
" that I should be well and hearty and lively 
" without much food or sleep. My dear 
^* friends, search for the reason : I believe it 
^^ to be the Lord's doings, and it is marvel- 
" lous in my view. 

" The next morning I went to seek the 
^•officer who had promised to give us ourli- 
'* herty, and after some time found him, and 
" put him in mind of his promise. He seem- 
" ed to quibble, and put it off. I thought he 
^^ intended to weary me out, that so I would 
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'^ promise to go borne. I went to the 4iead 
^^ officer^ and made my complaint^ and he^ 
^^ in a friendly way, told me that we should 
'^ soon be released. Soon after, that officer 
'^ who had promised us a permit, called me 
^' to his tent, and wrote a pass for us ; and 
'' when be had read it to me, my spirit was 
^' raised with zeal for my Master's honour, 
'^ and so I told him, that 1 was not to fear or 
^ be frightened by men when in my Master's 
'^ cause. Must we indeed go right home 
" without a guard? Nay, send a guard with 
^' us for the safety of thy country. Yes, we 
^' have concluded to go homeward about one 
'^ hundred and ^fty miles, to a settlement of 
" Friends about New Garden, and when we 
^^ have visited them, if I find my mind easy 
^^ to return home to my wife and children, I 
^' shall be glad ; but if I find my Master hath 
^^any more service for me in this part of the 
'' country, I desire to be enabled to return to 
^^ South Carolina, if not to Greorgia, visiting 
^^ my friends ; and if I should return through 
^^ this army, when thou seest me ride on, then 
^^ remember what I tell thee now. Officer — 
^' If you return here again, you may expect 
^* severity. Answer — ^I do not fear what 
^^your army can do to me, for I know that* 

c a 
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"yoii can have no power over tUis body, 
" cept yoa receive it fiom above for some g04 
" end. Ho then looked me in the face, and 
" perliaps saw tiie tears begin to nin down 
" my cheeks : he gave me his hand, and 
" wished me a good journey, got on bia horse^ 
" anJ rode off. 



" Onr horses were given to us ; we parted 
" with our captain (of the provost) as with s 
" friend, and with a raised voice bid liis men 
*' farewell, and wished them a better way of 
"living, which they returned, with gladness 
" f(ir our release. We had about sixty miles 
" to a friend's bouse at Pedee, from whence 
" we came. I thought our being amongst 
" them was no disgrace to our society. O 
•'* how good it is for us to live near the Truth! 
" walking in the Light, we sbould be at uo 
" loss to know what lo do, nor where to go, 
" nor how to behave ourselves before men 
" for the glory of Ood, and for the safety and 
" peace of our souU. I have been much preserv- 
" cd in such a state since I left you : 1 am uu- 
*' worthy of such great kindness. The thoughts 
*' of the many days, weeks and motiths, which; 
" in time past, L have spent in the unnecessary 
" cares of this world, 'do at times grieve me : 
^' that, aad the sense I have o( IW st&te oC 
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<^ the churcbes^ is the greatest affliction which 
^^ 1 meet with. I find bard work amongst 
^^ Friends in these southern provinces^ but 
'^ have been helped by my kind Master^ to 
^^ proclaim his gi:eat name^ although in a 
^^ clumsy and uncustomary way : I generally 
^' feel relief to my burdened^ troubled soul. 

^' I am in a few days intending to set out 

^' for South Carolina again, not knowing what 

'' may befal me there. My greatest concern 

^^ is, that I might be profitable to my Master. 

^' I cannot see the end of my journey, nor the 

^^ road home, so clearly as usual. It may be 

^' you may see my face no more ; and if it be 

^' so, I entreat you, in that love which I feel 

'' for you, that you show kindness to my dear 

^' wife, and watch over my children for good. 

^^'The reason of my beloved companion leav- 

i' ing me — I first proposed it to his considera- 

^^ tion for your sakes, lest you might be un- 

^' easy ; and after considering and looking at 

^^ it, found freedom so to do. It is no small 

^' cross for me to part with him : we have 

^^ travelled ^ together in love, as brethren in 

^' tribulation. My love to you all, my friends 

^' and neighbours. 

^* ABEL THOMAS. 

•* New Garden, North CaroUua, 
Kfth Month, 6lh, 178\;* 
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After being some time in the vicinity 
New Garden, North Carolioa, Amos 
findiDgbis mind released from further prose- 
cution of the journey, it was their judgment, 
that it wouhl be best for him to return home- 
ward ; but being closely united in tlie bonds 
of Gospel fellowship, and in that inward en- 
dearment which, through the love of Christ, 
connects the real members of his church, it 
was no easy matter for them to part : yet, 
seeing it necessary, with the tenderest desires 
for ibeir mutual preservation, resigning each 
other into the hand of Him, who in great con- 
descension, had hitherto preserved them in 
much tribulation, they separated. Abel, after 
this, not feeling easy to omit making a fuvther 
essay towanls the fulfilment of his prospects 
of religious duty, pvnceeded to South Caro- 
lina, where the trials of faith, and thcvemark- 
able deliverances vouchsafed to him, in Lhia. 
perilous travfl, is in some degree set forth ia 
the following relation. 

" In a thankful sense of preservation by a 
" strong arm through many dangers and deep 
"conflicts, both within and without, which I 
" met with in my journey through South Ca- 
"roVina and Georgia, do I write these lines. 
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^^ in order to encourage the weak^ the poor 
^^ afflicted people of God^ to trust in his pow- 
^^ erful arm^ which doth work salvation and 
^^ deliverance^ and by bringing strange and 
^^ unexpected things to pass. He is greatly 
^^ to be feared^ and loved^ and adored^ by his 
^^ afflicted children. They who know him^ 
^^ and do their endeavour not only to know 
^^ but to obey^ have no reason to distrust his 
^^ care and great power to preserve, not only 
^^ from being taken by the secret and subtle 
^' invasions of Satan, but also out of the hands 
^^ of bloody and unreasonable men. These 
^^ things I have experienced in the great 
^^ deeps, and do certainly know that the 
^^ Lord^s arm is not shortened that it cannot 
^^ save, nor is his ear heavy that it cannot hear. 
^^When I consider my own weakness and 
^^ inability as a man, and as a servant en- 
^^ gaged in so great a work, and also the 
^^ grievous besetments and terrifying storms 
^^ in which the subtle serpent arose against 
^^me, my mind is humbled; well knowing 
'' who preserved me in the depth of distress, 
'^ when my soul was taken with fear, and my 
^^ body almost given to the wild beasts of the 
'^ wilderness : then the language of my soul 
^^ was, Make haste, my beloved, for I am al- 
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" most overwlielmetl. I will make known to 
" mybretliren his wonderfui works, ami relate 
"tuthcm my tiavaiU and the exercise of my 
'*tninil, ami give the praise to the great God 
" of [luwer tlirongli his ilear son Jesus Chiist, 
" who is worthy forever. 

" When we came near South Carolina, we 
" were told that the country was all in au up- 
•' roar. Hcoulirig parties from both sides were 
"riding to and fro, killing one another, and 
"also peaceable men which Ihey loand tra- 
" veiling, except they knew them to be oa 
"their side: and that they hat! determined 
" to take no prisoners, which we found to be 
"in a great measure true. AV'ben I heard 
" this sorrowful news, it took deep hold of 
" my mind ; for I had cutertniued a thought 
"that I should die in thai country, ant] as 
" times were, I thought I should not die a 
" natural death, hut that I should be barba- 
"rously cut tlown by the light-horse. I 
" searched deeply to know whether my con- 
" cern was right, and my Master was plraspd 
" to manifest to me, that it was his will I 
*' slionld go forward. We travelled oh, vi- 
" siting meetings, anti generally alone, in- 
"gninog the roail. Friend? were fearful. 



r 
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•' Tliey were advised hy tlie most moderate 
" persuRS in power, to stay on tbeir farms, 
''except g iig to tbeir particular meetings. 
"We met witli none of these cruel men, al- 
" though we could bear of them almost every 
''day, until we gut within ten miles of the 
"British garrison at Ninety-six. We then 
" approached a large scouting party upon 
"a hill: we could see them afar off, and 
" when we came up to them, we found they 
" were much afraid. We showed the major 
"our certificates, and asked him if we might 
"go forward. He said he would not hinder 
" us, if we would venture our lives ; for the 
"rebels, (as they called thera,) had got he- 
" tween them and their garrison, and were 
" killing all before them. I told him that I 
" did not trust altogether to man for preser- 
" vation. We lodc on, hut had not gone far, 
"until he and a negro came liding after us. 
" He ordered his negro to ride on some dis- 
" tance before, and if he saw any man, to ride 
" back and tell him. The major rode in bc- 
" tween me and my companion. I felt uneasy 
" in my miad while he rode there, and hc 
" endeavoured to shun his company, butcould 
"not. His negro wheeled round Ids horse, 
■'* and hallooed to his master, 'Kebela! i 
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" bels !' The major stopped, anil turned 
<' about to run ; tlieu calling to his man, asked, 
** ' How many ?' He answered, ' two.' He 
*' wheeled back again, and out with his pis- 
" tola, and rode fHriously towards them; hut 
" found tiiey were his own men. 

♦• We travelled on, lay in the woods not 
'' far from the garrison, and next morning, 
'* passing through the town, were detained 
*' some time by the picket guard. Being 
" conducted (o the bead oIBcer, he appeared 
'' kind to us, aud invited us to breakfast with 
'' tbeu. I acknowledged their kindness, hut 
<' told them I desired not to be detained tliea, 
"^ for I expected to be called to an account for 
" passing through that place. They, with 
"sorrow, signified they would not detain us 
" to our hurt ; and we were told a few hours 
*' afterwards, that general Green surrounded 
" the garrison. We visited the meetings on 
" towards Georgia, and were told, it was as 
" much as our lives were worth to go over 
'* Savannah river; that the Indians and white 
" people were joined together in their bloody 
" designs. We had been so remarkably pre- 
'' served hitherto, that we did not much fear 
"them: rode the river in great danger, the 
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'•' water being so rapid, autl the bottom so 
"rocky, that I never rode in such a dismal 
« place before. It was well we hati a pilot who 
" led us amongst the rocks ; for I thought if our 
'■horses had stumbled, they must have been J 
** washed away by the rapidity of the stream jJ 
*' but we got over safe, and travelled on to- 
'' wards the settlement of Friends : and while I 
"riding a small path in the wilderness, tw(l4 
" men overtook us, and in a furious manner, 
*' with great rage, ordered us to stand, and 
** with terrifying language were raising their 
*' guns to shoot us. I desired them to stop a 
" little while, that we might clear ourselves 
" of those high charges. They gave us a 
''little time, but soon broke out iu terrible J 
"rage, with blasphemous language, and one i 
'•of them was cocking his gun. I desired 
" (hem to have a little patience ; I had some- 
" thing to say : and so we remained for about 
"ten minutes. Then Ihey turned round to 
" consult between themselves privately. I 
" heard one of them ask, if they should kill 
"us; the other answered, 'I hate to kill 
"them:' and after some more private dis- 
" course, turned to us, and ordered us oS our 
" horses ; they got on ours, led their own, 
*' and so rode ofif. 
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" Oui- pilot riding a mean beast, bis habit 
'* also being mean, they said but little to bim, 
"and took nothing from him. Being now 
*' left in tlie wilderness, we soon came to a 
"conclusion to return to Friends at Long- 
"cane, from whence wc came; but huw to 
"cross thai large and rapid river Savannab, 
" we could not conceive : it looked unlikely 
" that we could ride two at a time on so weak 
" a creature, neither could we wade it, We 
" sought for a canoe, and seeing one on the 
" otiier side, called, in order to get over. A 
" young man came to the canoe, and inquired 
" who we were — asking if we were rebels. 
" My companion told him we were friends to 
'• the rebels. He then said, we were damned 
" tories, and should not come over. We 
" then went down tlie river to a place where 
" some had forded in low water. My com- 
" panion and pilot stripped themselves, and 
" being good swimmers, they got on the weak 
•' beast, with their clothes between them, in- 
" tending, if the creature sunk, to swim out, 
" and if they got safe over, one of them would 
*' come for me. I could see but little of the 
" huri^e until they got to the other side, which 
« was, I suppose, about two hundred yards : 
"somotiiucs the water ran over the saddle, 
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^^ and my companioii coming back for me^ we 
^^ also landed safe, then travelled on to Wil- 
'^ liam Miles's, from whence we came, and a 
^^ kind friend be was to us. 

^^ This was a trying time to me ; not so much 
^^on account of the loss of my property, as 
^^ for the absence of my Beloved, who had 
^^ been my preserver and conductor. I was 
^^ afraid 1 had offended him in going so far. 
^^ I endeavoured to keep still and quiet in*my 
^^mind, and soon perceived I must return to 
^^ that bloody place again : and when I made it 
^^ known to my companion, it was grievous to 
^^ him, and after a time of silence, he told me 
^^ we had been so remarkably preserved whilst 
^^ we were within our prescribed limits, he 
^^ thought we had no business there ; if we had, 
^^ it appeared to him unlikely that we should 
^^ have been stopped : and further, that I had 
'^ not liberty by certificate to visit the meetings 
^^ in Georgia. This discourse from a valuable 
^^ friend, so highly esteemed by me, and also 
^^ by his friends in gederal, struck me deeply. 
^^ I told him I desired to look more deeply 
^^ into it. This was the next morning after 
^^ we came to the aforesaid friend^s house. I 
^< inquired for work, and kept closely at it for 
/^two weeks; my companion \i^\. >awv^^ii^^ 
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" to do much j my desire was, to keep ] 
"and myself from beiDg cLargeable. 
" that time I could see no way home, mn 
" time to go back again. For several da}!] 
"was ill great distress, and there was r 
" to help me ; ofleu looking towards my dear 
" wife and children mourning for me, and 1 
" not knowing how long I sliould be detain- 
" ed tliere, or whether ever I should see them 
" again. 



"One night as I lay bemoaning my j 
*' condition, as though I had offended my 
« Master, wlioin I had loved above all, I can- 
" not express the anguish of my soul at that 
" time ; and tn the depth of distress, a lan- 
" guage livingly sprang in my mind, ' Stand 
*' still:' a language which I understood at 
" Camden when a prisoner there, was now 
" with life revived and renewed, * Fear not, 
<* my servant, I will be with tbee,' O, how 
" was my troubled soul revived ! All doubts 
'^ and fears vanished away, andan tliis plea* 
" sant and favoured state I said, 'It is enough, 
'* Lord ! I want no further confirmation ; I 
" will go or will slay at thy word, only be 
" with me.' Indeed, the place where I was 
"' seemed so pleasaut for some time after, that 
**I Ihoagbt I could Vive ttvwG aV\ tb-j Aic^s, 
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^^ if it was his will^ without being much con- 
^^ cerned about home.^ I soon informed my 
^^ companion^ that I intended to travel towards 
^^ Georgia^ and that^ as by his discourse a few 
^^ days before^ he thought he had no business 
^^there^ I should leave him at his liberty; 
^^ but desired he would stay here for me a 
^^ certain time^ and then return^ if I came not. 
^^ After serious consideration^ he told me he 
^^ could not be easy to let me go alone^ and 
^^ if I went, and died, he would die with me, 
^^ A day soon appeared for me to travel on, 
^^ and also to write a letter to general Green, 
'^ who was then about thirty miles off, fight- 
^^ ing against Ninety- six. He soon read my 
" letter^ and granted my request, as follows : 

^^ Mr. Mel Thomas^ and Mr. Thomas Win- 

sloWy Long-cane. 

" Camp, before Ninetj-six, June 7th, 1781. 

^^ Gentlemen, 

^' Your letter of the 6th is before me. From 
" the good opinion I have of the people of 

* When relating this occurrence to a friend, he said in 
substance, That the room was so filled with light, attend- 
ed with such consolation in the Divine presence, that in 
the Sowings of heavenly joy and peace he felt no wants 
to be supplied. 
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« your profession, being bred and edu( 
'•' among tbem, I am persuaded yonr viait 
" purely religious, and in this persuasion 
" have granted you a pass ; and 1 shall be 
''happy if your ministry shall contribute to 
" the establishment of morality and brotherly 
'' kindness among the people, than which no 
" country ever wanted it more. I am sensi- 
"ble your principles and professions are op- 
" posed to war, but I kuow you are fond of 
" both political and religious liberty. This 
" is what we are contending for, and by the 
"* blessings of God, we hope to establish them 
"upon such a broad basis, as to put it out 
" of the power of our enemies to shake 
" their foundation. Id this laudable endea- 
<< vour, I expect at least to have the good 
" wishes of your people, as well for their own 
" sakes as for ours, who wishes to serve them 
'• upon all occasions, not Inconsistent with the 
*' public good. 

"I am, Grentlemen, 

" Your most obedient 

" Humble servant, 
"NATHANIEL GREEN." 



1 
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Bead' Quarters f June 7th ^ 1781* 

^^ Abel Thomas has General Green's per- 
^^ mission to pass and repass through this 
^^ country^ behaving with propriety, 

" NATH. PENDLETON, 

•flfi de CampP 

<i We set out early in the morning on foot, 
^^serioQs and deep thoughts attending my 
^^ mind. We seemed like sheep going a se« 
^^ cond time before the slaughter, without any 
^^ outward obligation : travelled about twelve 
^^ miles, crossed Savannah river, and came 
^^ up with a colonel and his men, who had 
^^ got there the night before. A captain look-^ 
^^ ing earnestly at us, began to examine what 
^' our business was, and hearing the account 
^^ we gave, (slender indeed in his view,) viz. 
^' ' to visit our brethren at Wrightsborough,' 
^^he appeared surprised and mistrustful; 
^^ asked us for a pass, which we gave him : 
^' he ordered us to follow him, and led us to 
^^ the colonel. Our certificates, general Green's 
^' friendly letter, and permission, being read 
^' to him, they asked why we were travelling 
^^ on foot. We told them we were robbed 
^^ not far from that place, about two weeks 
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" before. They said they had heard ot^ 
" down at Augusta, and if we would e 
" they thought they could find our horses,^ 
'* they knew who had them. And as I i 
" describing uiy hoi'se, a soldier said, 
'' thougbt my horse was in the company ; and 
" I soon found the horse, saddle, and bridle: 
'' for that wicked man had just ridden up. I 
"informed the colonel, who had him imme- 
" diately taken and put under guard, and 
'* then sent out a scout after the oilier, who 
" had my companion's mare, saddle, and sad- 
" die-bags, and confined him also, which 
" greatly surprised tiiem. They sent for us, 
" and desired we would forgive them. "\V"e 
" inquired where our goods were. They 
" readily informing us, we told them, that 
" all we wanted was what we had lost, and, 
'* that they would repent and amend their 
" ways of living; that we could forgive them 
'* and do them a kindness if it lay in our 
" power, although they had injui'ed us. They 
'* appeared low in their minds, for the colonel 
" declared they should he hanged, as many 
" accusations of their wickedness and barha- 
■^'rity came against them. 

" We got the principal part of our goods, 
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" lodged with the goldiery that night, and 
*•' next morning rode to Friends' setllement, 
'' I hope, with thankful hearts, and visited 
" the meetings of Friends both at Wrighta- 
'' borough and at New Purchase : and find- 
*'ing my mind clear, turned my face home- 
" wards, and as I rode, a hope rencwedly 
"revived, that I should sec my little family 
" again. I felt them near to my heart, al- 
" though by computation eight hundred miles 
"distant from them. We crossed Savannah 
**^river, and travelled towards Ninety-six, 
" where the armies were fighting; and when 
" we drew near, berantR doubtful how we 
" should pass, as the cannon were Uring fast, 
"and the road we were in, leading imme- 
" diately to the British garrison, we knew 
" of no way to escape ; but a friendly man 
" overtook us, and told us that be would 
" pilot us round, and a difficult path it proved; 
"sometimes we were close by where they 
" were fighting, or firing upon the garrison : 
" and as we passed through the skirts of ge- 
" neral Green's army, the cross officer, whose 
'' prisoner I had been when at Camden, saw 
" me ride on as I before had told him. He 
*' called to me : ' What ! old fellow, are you 
" (here V I answered him according to Uift- 
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^^ question. He asked how I came to deceive 
^^him. I replied^ I had not, and that he 
^^ knew it. He came to me, took me by the 
^^ hand in a friendly way, and said, he hoped 
^^ I had done no harm. I told him, I did not 
^^ intend harm ; and with some more friendly 
^^conversation we parted. Just before we 
^^ got round into the road, general Green's 
^^ men fell upon a fort or redoubt but a little 
^^ way from us, making a terrible noise. 
^^ There was a great stir among the people^ 
^^ some running one way, and some another; 
^^ some biding behind trees : we rode smartly 
^^ on, and could hoar them for about seven 
^^ miles without intermission. We passed 
^^on towards North Carolina, without any 
^^ other remarkable interruption. As for my 
^^ service and exercise in the ministry, I have 
^^left it to the judgment of my brethren. 
^^My Master had a service for me there, 
^^ and I trusted my life in his hand, travelled 
^^ on, and so obtained a reward which is more 
<< precious than gold. 

'^ ABEL THOMAS. 
^^^th month, 7th, 1781.'' 

He was favoured to. return to his family 
and friends in peace, and delivered up his 
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certificate^ gave an affecting account of his 
exercises^ and in the following year^ 178S^ 
was again drawn forth in a visit to Friends 
in some parts of Pennsylvania. To mention 
all his religious visits may not be necessary; 
but from 1761 to the year 1800^ it appears 
by the records of Exeter Monthly Meeting, 
that in addition to his religious engagements 
among Friends in his own neighbourhood^ 
he was very often from home on this weighty 
service. In 1801, he removed with his family 
to Monallen, in Adams County, Pennsylva- 
nia, and whilst a member there, was also di-* 
ligently engaged in the work of the ministry, 
both at home and abroad. 

Thus, with small intermissions, he was 
assiduously labouring to promote the cause of 
his Divine Master, in turning the minds of 
^ his fellow men from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God ; which 
honourable service continued to be as his 
meat and drink, until a short time before his 
decease. A few months previous to which, 
having been, as was often his practice, look- 
ing over his past life, sensible of the infirmi- 
ties which attended him, he said, ^^I am 
near eternity, my own nothingness is before 
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me every day, on rcmemljeriDg my un\« 
thiness f yet be was steadfast in the ftu 
and enabled to express himself with clearness 
respecting the true and only path to Chris- 
tian perfection. 

At one time he said, <* That wisdom I 
knowledge which I have gained, is from 
striving to follow Jesus Christ in the regene- 
ration ; this is foolishness unto the children 
of this world, who are pleasing themselves, 
or striving so to do, with the perishing en- 
joyments of this present world." Agai 
" I was always seen at our meetings for f 
ship and discipline when at home, wai 
lent in those for discipline, being of li 
count, except in secret prayer, that the Fal 
of mercies might be our preserver ia ( 
meekness of wi^idom. To be a pattern of rf 
briety and humility amongst men, was a I 
son which my Master gave me to learn, ■ 
I found it hard and mortifying to experiei 
a growth therein, notwithstanding my c 
tion and low degree in the world was favour- 
able thereto." 



On recurring again to the subject of i 
iogs for discipline, under a weighty sem 
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the temptations and snares with which the 
enemy of all righteousness presents to the ac- 
tive^ busy spirit of the natural man^ prompt- 
ing him to attempt the performance of that 
which can only be truly done through the 
spirit of Christy the blessed Head of the 
Church ; in allusion to such subtle sugges- 
tions made at times to his own mind^ he sig« 
nifies that " it would seem I had not much 
more to do than to learn to be active in treat- 
ing with others who had not arrived to such 
a growth in orderly walking as I had. Here 
is a rock^ against which nj^ny of my fellow 
members have been dashed^ and been broken 
to shivers. This is a subtle delusion of the 
transformed angel of lights which in a consi- 
derable degree hath put a stop to their gra- 
dual growth in the knowledge of Jesus Christy 
a measure of whose fulness^ secretly enjoyed 
in the inner man^ breathes peace^ love^ and 
good will to the fallen children of men.'^ 

Again. " Ever blessed Father of Mercies^ 
in and through thy son Jesus Christy whom 
my soul loveth^ I intreat thee to keep me in 
that love wherewith thou hast loved me from 
my youth up. Satan had wounded and rob- 
bed me ; I had lost sight of my Beloved ; but 
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remembering that thou art merciful^ and 
would^ for the cries of the poor^ arise in thy 
tender compassion^ I became acquainted with 
thee through thy dear son^ Jesus Christ; 
hence I love thee more than all these fadings 
perishing enjoyments. I cannot describe the 
thankfulness and humble adoration which I 
feel in giving thanks to thy great name^ with 
thy dear son Jesus Christ. Preserve me from 
offending thee^ either in thought^ word^ or 
deed. No tongue can express to the full^ 
nor the most ready writer's pen describe^ 
what thou hast taught me in the great deeps : 
that thou^ who art King of kings and Lord 
of lords, should take notice of thy afflicted 
children who call upon thee in the depths 
of distress, when none in all the earth can 
give relief.'' 

Again. '^ I am now looking towards a vast 
eternity near at hand, where I hope to rest, 
although my pain is great at times, both day 
and night. On an inquiry concerning my 
past long life, tracing my steps, I do com- 
fortably find, that I have fought a good fight, 
and have kept the faith. I feel comfortable 
in being favoured with ability from all the 
powerB of love in me, to ascribe high praises 
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to a merciful God^ through his son Jesus 
Christ. I am often dejected through fear of 
offending him whom my soul loveth, and 
when I can feel him near^ I can be as cheer- 
ful as a child in a watchful state.'' 

Although his infirmities increased^ with 
great pain^ yet he was preserved in much pa- 
tience and resignation^ and towards the last^ 
would often say^ that in a little while he 
should land on that shore where he would 
have trouble no more. He departed this life 
at Monallen^ the 21st of Third month; 181 6^ 
in the seventy-ninth year of his age. 



THE END. 



AMONGST THE CbLLECTION OF 



BOOKS FOR SALE 

BY BENJAMIN & THOMAS KITE, 



ARE THE FOLLOWING : 

Memoirs and Letters of Richard and Elizabeth Shac- 
kleton, late of BalUtore, Ireland; compiled by their 
daughter Mary Leadbeater, including a Concise 

- Biographical Sketch of her grandfather, Abraham 
Shackleton. 

Letters of the late John Thorp, of Manchester, a mi- 
nister of the gospel in the Society of Friends. To 
which is prefixed, a Memoir of the life of the writer. 

Memoirs of the Life and Religious Experience of Wil- 
liam Lewis, late of Bristol. 

Extracts from the papers of Edwin Price, late of Neath- 
Abbey, Glamorganshire, witli some account of his last 
illness and death. 

A Brief View of the doctrines of the Christian Religion, 
as professed by the Society of Friends, in the form of 
question and answer, for the instruction of youth. By 
John Be van. 

Some Account of the last Journey of John Pemberton 
to the Highlands, and other parts of Scotland, with 
a sketch of his character. By Thomas Wilkinson. 

The Spiritual Guide, an abstract from a larger work. 
By Michael de Molinos. 

A Diary of some Religious Exercises and Experience of 
Samuel Scott, late of Hartford, deceased. 

A Diary of the Religious Experience of Mary Waring, 
daughter of Elijah and Sarah Waring, late of Goaal- 
ming. 
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